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Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) In the 
Seat of Great Yoga (Maha Yoga 
Peetha) (i.e. at Pandharpur) by the 
bank of river Bheemarathi (has come 
Panduranga), (He has come) to give 

Boons to Pundarika; (He has come) 
along with the great Munis, Having 
arrived He is standing like a Source of 
Great Bliss (of Parabrahman), I 
Worship that Panduranga, Who is the 
veritable Image (Lingam) of 
Parabrahman. 
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Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) 

Whose Garments are shining like 
[Llightning streaks against His Blue 
Cloud-like shining Form, Whose Form 
is the Temple of Devi Ramaa (Devi 
Lakshmi), Beautiful, and a visible 
manifestation of Consciousness, Who 
is the most Excellent and an 
embodiment of Boon-giving (for the 
Devotees), but (is now) standing on a 
Brick placing both His Feet on it, I 
Worship that Panduranga, Who is the 


veritable Image (Lingam) of 
Parabrahman. 

tom srogrot 
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Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) The 
measure of the Ocean of Worldly 
Existence is (up to) this (much only) 
for My (Devotees), ... By holding His 
Waist with His Hands, He seems to 
say that, who is holding the (Lotus) 
Flower Cup for the Vidhata (Brahma) 
Himself to Dwell, I Worship that 
Panduranga, Who is the veritable 
Image (Lingam) of Parabrahman. 
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Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) 
Whose Neck is adorned with a 
Sparkling Kaustubha Gem, (And) 
Whose Armlets are loved by Sri (i.e. 
filled with the splendour of Sri); Who 
Himself is an abode of Sri, Who is 
praised for His Auspicious Tranquility 
(on one hand) and as a Great 
Protector (on the other hand), I 
Worship that Panduranga, Who is the 
veritable Image (Lingam) of 
Parabrahman. 



Geerwanjyoti Inter Disciplinary Book Series 

No.02 


The Glorious 
Symbols of India 

as 

UNESCO’s 

World Heritage 


Editor 

Prof. Sandeep Dhikale 



■HMKI 




The Glorious Symbols of India as UNESCO’s 
World Heritage 


Editor: Prof. Sandeep Dhikale 

ISBN: 

Edition: October 2020 

Publisher: 

Mrs. Sumitra S. Jadhav 
Geerwanjyoti Publication, 

Karanjkarnagar, Near Parashi Vihir, Vilaspur, 
Satara, Maharashtra, India. 415001 
Contact Us: Mobile: +919822097507 


© All rights of eBook reserved by Publisher. 


No part of this book may be reproduced, or stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or 
otherwise, without express written permission of the 
publisher. 




Our Inspiration 



Padmabhushart Dr. Karamveer Bhaurao Patil 




DEDICATION 


Dedicated to the people 
who wants to know about the 
legacy of India 
and 

to them who feel proud 
themselves as a citizen of ‘Bharat’ 





CONTENTS 

Acknowledgments i 

1 UNESCO 1 

2 Heritage 8 

3 UNESCO’s Cultural Sites 21 

4 UNESCO’s Natural Sites 49 

5 UNESCO’s Mix Sites 57 

6 Intangible Cultural Heritage 59 


7 Indian Sites on UNESCO’s Tentative List 


63 












ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


All thanks to UNESCO to make available the required data for this 

book. 


1 




1. UNESCO 


What is UNESCO? 1 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) seek to encourage the identification, 
protection and preservation of cultural and natural heritage 
around the world considered to be of outstanding value to 
humanity. This is embodied in an international treaty called the 
Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO in 1972. 2 

Background of UNESCO 

The idea of creating an international movement for protecting 
heritage emerged after World War I. The 1972 Convention 
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage developed from the merging of two separate 


1 Points for this chapter has taken from the website of UNESCO. 
(Credit: UNESCO) 

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?time continue^8 3 &v=10zxUVCCSu 

g&feature=emb logo 
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movements: the first focusing on the preservation of cultural 
sites, and the other dealing with the conservation of nature. 

In 1959 the Egyptian temples at Abu Simnel were 
threatened by the construction of the Aswan Dam. $50 million 
was donated by a number of countries to help Egypt move these 
temples to safety; so recognizing the international nature of 
cultural heritage. In 1965 the USA called for a World Heritage 
Trust. In 1972, UNESCO passed the Convention concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. 

The World Heritage Centre 

Established in 1992, the World Heritage Centre is the 
focal point and coordinator within UNESCO for all matters 
related to World Heritage. It acts as the Secretariat of the World 
Heritage Committee. The World Heritage Centre forms part of 
the UNESCO Culture Sector. 

UNESCO Headquarters Located in Paris, the main 
building which houses the Headquarters of UNESCO was 
inaugurated on 3 November 1958. 

UNESCO's World Heritage mission is to.. 

• Encourage countries to sign the World Heritage 
Convention and to ensure the protection of their natural 
and cultural heritage; 

• Encourage States Parties to the Convention to nominate 
sites within their national territory for inclusion on the 
World Heritage List; 

• Encourage States Parties to establish management plans 
and set up reporting systems on the state of conservation 
of their World Heritage sites; 

• Help States Parties safeguard World Heritage properties 
by providing technical assistance and professional 
training; 
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• Provide emergency assistance for World Heritage sites 
in immediate danger; 

• Support States Parties public awareness-building 
activities for World Heritage conservation; 

• Encourage participation of the local population in the 
preservation of their cultural and natural heritage; 

• Encourage international cooperation in the conservation 
of our world's cultural and natural heritage. 


World Heritage List Nominations 

Only countries that have signed the World Heritage 
Convention, pledging to protect their natural and cultural 
heritage, can submit nomination proposals for properties on their 
territory to be considered for inclusion in UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List. 

Nomination process 

1. Tentative List 

The first step a country must take is to make an 
‘inventory’ of its important natural and cultural heritage sites 
located within its boundaries. This ‘inventory’ is known as the 
Tentative List, and provides a forecast of the properties that a 
State Party may decide to submit for inscription in the next five 
to ten years and which may be updated at any time. It is an 
important step since the World Heritage Committee cannot 
consider a nomination for inscription on the World Heritage List 
unless the property has already been included on the State Party's 
Tentative List. 

2. The Nomination File 

By preparing a Tentative List and selecting sites from it, 
a State Party can plan when to present a nomination file. The 
World Heritage Centre offers advice and assistance to the State 
Party in preparing this file, which needs to be as exhaustive as 
possible, making sure the necessary documentation and maps are 
included. The nomination is submitted to the World Heritage 
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Centre for review and to check it is complete. Once a nomination 
file is complete the World Heritage Centre sends it to the 
appropriate Advisory Bodies for evaluation. 

3. The Advisory Bodies 

A nominated property is independently evaluated by two 
Advisory Bodies mandated by the World Heritage Convention: 
the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 
and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
which respectively provide the World Heritage Committee with 
evaluations of the cultural and natural sites nominated. The third 
Advisory Body is the International Centre for the Study of the 
Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), an 
intergovernmental organization which provides the Committee 
with expert advice on conservation of cultural sites, as well as on 
training activities. 

4. The World Heritage Committee 

Once a site has been nominated and evaluated, it is up to 
the intergovernmental World Heritage Committee to make the 
final decision on its inscription. Once a year, the Committee 
meets to decide which sites will be inscribed on the World 
Heritage List. It can also defer its decision and request further 
information on sites from the States Parties. 

5. The Criteria for Selection 

To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must be 
of outstanding universal value and meet at least one out of ten 
selection criteria. These criteria are explained in the Operational 
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention which, besides the text of the Convention, is the 
main working tool on World Heritage. The criteria are regularly 
revised by the Committee to reflect the evolution of the World 
Heritage concept itself. Until the end of 2004, World Heritage 
sites were selected on the basis of six cultural and four natural 
criteria. With the adoption of the revised Operational Guidelines, 
only one set of ten criteria exists. 
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Selection criteria 

(i) to represent a masterpiece of human creative 
genius; 

(ii) to exhibit an important interchange of human 
values, over a span of time or within a cultural 
area of the world, on developments in 
architecture or technology, monumental arts, 
town-planning or landscape design; 

(iii) to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony 
to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is 
living or which has disappeared; 

(iv) to be an outstanding example of a type of 
building, architectural or technological ensemble 
or landscape which illustrates (a) significant 
stage(s) in human history; 

(v) to be an outstanding example of a traditional 
human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is 
representative of a culture (or cultures), or 
human interaction with the environment 
especially when it has become vulnerable under 
the impact of irreversible change; 

(vi) to be directly or tangibly associated with events 
or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, 
with artistic and literary works of outstanding 
universal significance. (The Committee 
considers that this criterion should preferably be 
used in conjunction with other criteria); 

(vii) to contain superlative natural phenomena or 
areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic 
importance; 

(viii) to be outstanding examples representing major 
stages of earth's history, including the record of 
life, significant on-going geological processes in 
the development of landforms, or significant 
geomorphic or physiographic features; 

(ix) to be outstanding examples representing 
significant on-going ecological and biological 
processes in the evolution and development of 
terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine 
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ecosystems and communities of plants and 
animals; 

(x) to contain the most important and significant 
natural habitats for in-situ conservation of 
biological diversity, including those containing 
threatened species of outstanding universal value 
from the point of view of science or 
conservation. 


UNESCO’s World Heritage Fund 

The World Heritage Fund provides about US$4 million 
annually to support activities requested by States Parties in need 
of international assistance. It includes compulsory and voluntary 
contributions from the States Parties, as well as from private 
donations. Most of its income from compulsory contributions 
from countries (States Parties) and from voluntary contributions. 
Other sources of income include profits derived from sales of 
World Heritage publications, or funds-in-trust that are donated 
by countries for specific purposes. 


UNESCO’s Site Reporting and Monitoring 

Inscribing a site on the World Heritage List is not the 
end of the story. Site managers and local authorities continuously 
need to work towards managing, monitoring and preserving the 
World Heritage properties. 

Advisory Bodies 

Three international non-governmental or intergovernmental 
organizations are named in the Convention to advise the 
Committee in its deliberations. 

• International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) - 
https://www.iucn.org/ 
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• International Council on Monuments and Sites 
(ICOMOS) - https://www.icomos.org/en 

• International Centre for the Study of the Preservation 
and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM) - 
https://www.iccrom.org/ 


Other Referances 

Preparing World Heritage Nominations 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/643/ 

Managing Natural World Heritage 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/managing-natural-world-heritage/ 

Managing Cultural World Heritage 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/managing-cultural-world-heritage/ 
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2. HERITAGE 


Heritage 

Heritage is the full range of our inherited traditions, 
monuments, objects, and culture. Most important, it is the range 
of contemporary activities, meanings, and behaviors that we 
draw from them. Heritage includes, but is much more than 
preserving, excavating, displaying, or restoring a collection of 
old things. It is both tangible and intangible, in the sense that 
ideas and memories-of songs, recipes, language, dances, and 
many other elements of whom we are and how we identify 
ourselves—are as important as historical buildings and 
archaeological sites. 

Heritage is, or should be, the subject of active public 
reflection, debate, and discussion. What is worth saving? What 
can we, or should we, forget? What memories can we enjoy, 
regret, or learn from? Who owns "The Past" and who is entitled 
to speak for past generations? Active public discussion about 
material and intangible heritage-of individuals, groups, 
communities, and nations-is a valuable facet of public life in our 
multicultural world. 

Heritage is a contemporary activity with far-reaching effects. 
It can be an element of farsighted urban and regional planning. It 
can be the platform for political recognition, a medium for 
intercultural dialogue, a means of ethical reflection, and the 
potential basis for local economic development. It is 
simultaneously local and particular, global and shared. Heritage 
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is an essential part of the present we live in-and of the future we 
will build. 

What is World Heritage Site? 

Heritage is our legacy from the past, what we live with 
today, and what we pass on to future generations. Our cultural 
and natural heritages are both irreplaceable sources of life and 
inspiration. 

A natural or man-made site, area, or structure recognized as 
being of outstanding international importance and therefore as 
deserving special protection. Sites are nominated to and 
designated by the World Heritage Convention (an organization 
of UNESCO). 

A World Heritage Site is a landmark or area, selected by 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for having cultural, 
historical, scientific or other form of significance, which is 
legally protected by international treaties. 

World Heritage is the designation for places on Earth 
that are of outstanding universal value to humanity and as such, 
have been inscribed on the World Heritage List to be protected 
for future generations to appreciate and enjoy. Places as diverse 
and unique as the Pyramids of Egypt, the Great Barrier Reef in 
Australia, Galapagos Islands in Ecuador, the TajMahal in India, 
the Grand Canyon in the USA, or the Acropolis in Greece are 
examples of the 1007 natural and cultural places inscribed on the 
World Heritage List to date. 

Places as unique and diverse as the wilds of East 
Africa’s Serengeti, the Pyramids of Egypt, the Great Barrier 
Reef in Australia and the Baroque cathedrals of Latin America 
make up our world’s heritage. What makes the concept of World 
Heritage exceptional is its universal application. World Heritage 
sites belong to all the peoples of the world, irrespective of the 
territory on which they are located. 

World Heritage sites belong to all the peoples of the 
world, irrespective of the territory on which they are located. But 
how can a World Heritage site in Egypt belong equally to 
Egyptians and to the peoples of Indonesia or Argentina? The 
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answer is to be found in the Convention concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, by which 
countries recognize that the sites located on their national 
territory, and which have been inscribed on the World Heritage 
List, without prejudice to national sovereignty or ownership, 
constitute a world heritage for whose protection it is the duty of 
the international community as a whole to cooperate. 

Without the support of other countries, some sites with 
recognized cultural or natural value would deteriorate or, worse, 
disappear, often through lack of funding to preserve them. The 
Convention is thus an agreement, signed to date by 164 
countries, to contribute the necessary financial and intellectual 
resources to protect World Heritage sites. 


Types of Heritage 

In 2002 during the United Nations year for cultural 
heritage, UNESCO produced a list of Types’ of cultural heritage. 
This is one way of dividing and categorizing the many types of 
object, place and practice to which people attribute heritage 
value. It should not be considered an exhaustive list, but it gives 
a sense of the diversity of Things’ that might be considered to be 
official heritage: 

• Cultural heritage sites (including archaeological sites, 
ruins, historic buildings) 

• Historic cities (urban landscapes and their constituent 
parts as well as ruined cities) 

• Cultural landscapes (including parks, gardens and other 
‘modified’ landscapes such as pastoral lands and farms) 

• Natural sacred sites (places that people revere or hold 
important but that have no evidence of human 
modification, for example sacred mountains) 

• Underwater cultural heritage (for example shipwrecks) 
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• Museums (including cultural museums, art galleries and 
house museums) 

• Movable cultural heritage (objects as diverse as 
paintings, tractors, stone tools and cameras - this 
category covers any form of object that is movable and 
that is outside of an archaeological context) 

• Handicrafts 

• Documentary and digital heritage (the archives and 
objects deposited in libraries, including digital archives) 

• Cinematographic heritage (movies and the ideas they 
convey) 

• Oral traditions (stories, histories and traditions that are 
not written but passed from generation to generation) 

• Languages 

• Festive events (festivals and carnivals and the traditions 
they embody) 

• Rites and beliefs (rituals, traditions and religious beliefs) 

• Music and song 

• The performing arts (theatre, drama, dance and music) 

• Traditional medicine 

• Literature 

• Culinary traditions 

• Traditional sports and games. 

Thus Heritage is anything that is considered important □ 
enough to be passed on to the future generations. Heritage is 
broadly categorized into two main divisions. 

1 . Natural Heritage 

2 . Cultural Heritage 

1. Natural Heritage - Natural Heritage refers to the natural 
aspects like the fauna and flora, landscapes, beaches, 
coral gardens etc. that are considered important enough 
to be preserved for the future generations. 

2. Cultural Heritage refers to the cultural aspects like 
heritage sites, monuments, folklore, traditional activities 
and practices, language etc. that are considered vital to 
be preserved for the future generations. 
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Cultural Heritage is an expression of the ways of 
living developed by a community and passed on from 
generation to generation, including customs, practices, 
places, objects, artistic expressions and values. Cultural 
Heritage is often expressed as either Intangible or 
Tangible Cultural Heritage (ICOMOS, 2002). As part of 
human activity Cultural Heritage produces tangible 
representations of the value systems, beliefs, traditions 
and lifestyles. As an essential part of culture as a whole, 
Cultural Heritage, contains these visible and tangible 
traces form antiquity to the recent past. The arts as part 
of cultural heritage like literature, music, painting and 
sculpture are essential in a peaceful co-habitation of the 
human species as it will offer them an alternative point 
of view. In presenting a different picture people will be 
more lenient in accepting differences in real life as well 
that in turn will stimulate mutual respect. That is why 
cultural heritage plays such a vital role in the 
democratization process. Cultural heritage: without it we 
will lose our main source of self-expression and in the 
end our self-realization. Cultural Heritage can be further 
divided into two main groups. 

2.a. Tangible 

2.b. Intangible 

Tangible Heritage refers to those significant places that 
advocate the country’s history and culture. For example 
monuments, mosques, shrines, monasteries etc. Intangible 
Heritage refers to those aspects of a country that cannot be 
touched or seen. For example, traditional music, folklore, 
language etc. There are 4 main aspects to understand the 
significance of cultural heritage sites. These aspects help to 
determine the management policies and procedure pursuant to 
the particular site. Thus It is very important to understand and 
determine the significances before embarking on a heritage 
project. 
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Aspects: 

Historical Significances - The age or relationship to historical 
era, person or event. Historical significance is a relatively easy 
and over bearing trait in heritage management. 

Social Significances - Social Significance is hard to ascertain. It 
refers to the social, spiritual and other community oriented 
values attributed to a place. This maybe because the place has 
existed to serve a certain important role in the society for a 
period of time. E.g.: Local Market etc. 

Aesthetic Significance - refers to this special sense of 
Importance of a place. This could be in terms of architecture, 
scale or even the designs seen on the place. 

Scientific Significance - refers to the scope or possibility of 
scientific findings from a site, monument or place. Here the 
importance lies more in the information that may yield out of 
understanding and researching the place or site. This can mostly 
be attributed to archaeological sites or ancient monuments. 


Heritage Cycle (by Simon Thurley, 2005). 

By understanding (cultural heritage), people value it 
By valuing it, people want to care for it 
By caring for it, it will help people enjoy it 
From enjoying it, comes a thirst to understand 
By understanding, People will value it..! 


The ‘UNESCO 9 World Heritage List 

There are currently 1121 sites on the World Heritage List 3 , of 


3 https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/ 
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which 869 are cultural sites, 213 are natural and 39 are mixed 
cultural and natural heritage sites. Out of 1121 sites, 39 sites are 
in trans-boundary. From the UNESCO World Heritage web 
pages, these sites can be consulted alphabetically by country, or 
by region through an interactive map. Currently 53 sites are 
described as being in danger. (No Indian site is in the list of 
being in Danger sites of UNESCO as of now) 

‘World’ Heritage V/S ‘National’ Heritage 

World Heritage site differ from a site of National Heritage, it 
depends on the outstanding universal values that are used in the 
Convention. All countries have sites of local or national interest, 
which are quite justifiably a source of national pride, and the 
Convention encourages them to identify and protect their 
heritage whether or not it is placed on the World Heritage List. 
Sites selected for World Heritage listing are approved on the 
basis of their merits as the best possible examples of the cultural 
and natural heritage. 

List of World Heritage in Danger 

The List 4 of World Heritage in Danger 5 is designed to inform the 
international community of conditions which threaten the very 
characteristics for which a property was inscribed on the World 
Heritage List, and to encourage corrective action. This section 
describes the List of World Heritage in Danger and gives 
examples of sites that are inscribed on the List. Armed conflict 
and war, earthquakes and other natural disasters, pollution, 
poaching, uncontrolled urbanization and unchecked tourist 
development pose major problems to World Heritage sites. 
Dangers can be ‘ascertained’, referring to specific and proven 
imminent threats, or ‘potential’, when a property is faced with 
threats which could have negative effects on its World Heritage 


4 https://whc.unesco.org/en/danger/ 

5 https://whc.unesco.org/en/158/#:~:text=This%20section%20describes 

%20the%20List,problems%20to%20World%20Heritage%20sites. 
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values. 

‘UNESCO’ World Heritage Sites in India 

As we have seen earlier that currently there are 1121 
sites on the World Heritage List, of which 869 are cultural sites, 
213 are natural and 39 are mixed cultural and natural heritage 
sites. Out of 1121 sites, 39 sites are in trans-boundary. 

World Heritage sites in India: 

There are a total of 38 world heritage sites out of 
which 30 are cultural, 7 are natural and 1 is mixed in India 
till now. The last added World Heritage site in India 
was The Walled city of Jaipur. The decision to include it 
was made on the 43rd session of the world heritage site 
committee held in Baku (Capital city of Azerbaijan). The 
Walled City of Jaipur which is a major hub of arts and 
crafts secured its place on the World Heritage sites list on 
6th July 2019. Before this, the Victorian Art Deco 
Ensemble of Mumbai was added to the list in 2018. 

List of World Heritage sites in India 

Below are the lists of 38 World Heritage sites of India 
distinguish by cultural, natural and mixed 


Cultural World Heritage Sites in India list 


No. 

Name of Cultural 
World Heritage 
Site 

Year of 
Notification 

State 

1 

Agra Fort 

1983 

Uttar Pradesh 

2 

Ajanta Caves 

1983 

Maharashtra 

3 

Ellora Caves 

1983 

Maharashtra 

4 

Taj Mahal 

1983 

Uttar Pradesh 
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5 

Group of 
Monuments at 
Mahabalipuram 

1984 

Tamil Nadu 

6 

Sun Temple, 
Konarak 

1984 

Orissa 

7 

Churches and 
Convents of Goa 

1986 

Goa 

8 

Group of 
Monuments at 
Hampi 

1986 

Karnataka 

9 

Fatehpur Sikri 

1986 

Uttar Pradesh 

10 

Khajuraho Group 
of Monuments 

1986 

Madhya Pradesh 

11 

Elephanta Caves 

1987 

Maharashtra 

12 

Group of 
Monuments at 
Pattadakal 

1987 

Karnataka 

13 

Great Living 
Chola Temples 

1987 

Tamil Nadu 

14 

Buddhist 
Monuments at 
Sanchi 

1989 

Madhya Pradesh 

15 

Humayun’s Tomb, 
Delhi 

1993 

Delhi 

16 

Qutb Minar and 
its Monuments, 
Delhi 

1993 

Delhi 

17 

Mountain 
Railways of India 

1999 

Tamil Nadu 

18 

Mahabodhi 
Temple Complex 
at Bodh Gaya 

2002 

Bihar 
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19 

Rock Shelters of 
Bhimbetka 

2003 

Madhya Pradesh 

20 

Champaner- 

Pavagadh 

Archaeological 

Park 

2004 

Gujarat 

21 

Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Terminus 
(Formerly Victoria 
Terminus) 

2004 

Maharashtra 

22 

Red Fort Complex 

2007 

Delhi 

23 

The Jantar 
Mantar, Jaipur 

2010 

Rajasthan 

24 

Hill Forts of 
Rajasthan 

2013 

Rajasthan 
(Chittorgarh, 
Kumbhalgarh, 
Ranthambhore, 
Amber Sub- 
Cluster, Jaisalmer, 
Gagron) 

25 

Rani-Ki-Vav (the 
Queen’s Stepwell) 
at Patan, Gujarat 

2014 

Gujarat 

26. 

Archaeological Site 
of Nalanda 
Mahavihara 
(Nalanda 
University) at 
Nalanda 

2016 

Rajasthan Bihar 

27. 

The Architectural 
Work of Le 
Corbusier, an 
Outstanding 

2016 

Chandigarh 


17 















‘UNESCO’ World Heritage Sites in India 



Contribution to 
the Modern 
Movement 



28. 

Historic City of 
Ahmedabad 

2017 

Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat, India 

29. 

Victorian Gothic 
and Art Deco 
Ensembles 

2018 

Mumbai, 

Maharashtra 

30. 

The walled city of 
Jaipur 

2019 

Rajasthan 


Natural World Heritage Site of India list 


No. 

Natural World 
Heritage Site 

Year of 
inclusion 

State 

1 

Sunderbans 
National Park 

1984 

West Bengal 

2 

Kaziranga 
National Park 

1985 

Assam 

3 

Keoladeo Ghana 
National Park 

1985 

Rajasthan 

4 

Manas Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

1985 

Assam 

5 

Nanda Devi 
National Park and 
Valley of Flowers 

2005 

Uttarakhand 

6 

Western Ghats 

2012 

Maharashtra, 

Goa, 

Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala 
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7 

Great Himalayan 
National Park 

2014 

Himachal Pradesh 


Mixed Word Heritage Sites in India list 


No. 

Name of 

Mixed World 
Heritage Site 

Year of 
Inclusion 

State 

1 

Khangchendzonga 
National Park 

2016 

Sikkim 


State wise number of the heritage Sites in India 


State 

Exclusive sites 

Shared sites 

Maharashtra 

5 

1 

Rajasthan 

4 

0 

Delhi 

3 

0 

Gujarat 

3 

1 

Madhya Pradesh 

3 

0 

Uttar Pradesh 

3 

0 

Assam 

2 

0 

Bihar 

2 

0 

Himachal Pradesh 

2 

1 

Karnataka 

2 

1 

Tamil Nadu 

2 

2 

Chandigarh 

1 

0 

Goa 

1 

0 

Odisha 

1 

0 
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State 

Exclusive sites 

Shared sites 

Uttarakhand 

1 

0 

West Bengal 

1 

1 

Sikkim 

1 

0 

Kerala 

0 

1 
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3 . UNESCO’S CULTURAL 
HERITAGE SITES IN INDIA 


1. Agra Fort, Uttar Pradesh 



Situated quite close to the Taj Mahal, the Agra Fort 
is one of the most important monumental structures built by 
the Mughal empire. Though built in Mughal Era, during the 
time of Akbar, the Agra Fort is a fusion of Persian art of the 
Timurid and the Indian forms of architecture. This is so 
because the fort was originally a brick monument known as 
Badalgarh, held by Raja Badal Singh, a Hindu Shikarwar 
Rajput King. After the invasion, Sikander Lodi was the first 
Sultan of Delhi to shift to Agra and live in the fort. The 
Agra Fort includes a number of monuments like Khas 
Mahal, Sheesh Mahal, Muhamman Burie(an octagonal 
Tower), Diwan-e-Khas, Diwan-e-Am, Moti Masjid and 
Nagina Masjid. 
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2. Ajanta caves 



Famous for/as Buddhist Rock-cut Cave 
Monuments, Richly Decorated Paintings and Frescoes 
similar to Sigiriya Paintings. 

One of the first World Heritage sites in India, the 
Ajanta caves date back to around 2nd century BCE to 650 
CE and consist of the finest masterpieces of 31 rock-cut 
Buddhist cave monuments, paintings and sculpture. The 
caves very built in two different phases. First of Satavahana 
Period under the patronage of Satvahana Dynasty 
(230BCE-220CE). Second, the caves of Vakataka Period 
under the reign of Emperor Harishena of Vakataka 
Dynasty. The style of Ajanta art and architecture has had a 
revolutionary impact on the way in Indian art and 
architecture has progressed all throughout history. Having 
mainly carvings and sculptures related to the life of 
Buddha, one can say that this marks the beginning of 
Indian Classical Art. 


3. Ellora Caves 
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Famous for/as Buddhist, Jain and Hindu Temples 
and Monasteries, Caves Excavated out of Hills, Rock-cut 
Architecture. 

The Ellora Caves are an important World Heritage 
site in India and an archaeological site, ranging 29 
kilometers northwest of the city of Aurangabad. The Ellora 
Caves are well known for their Indian-rock cut architecture. 
There are about 34 rock-cut temples and caves which can 
be dated to about 600 to 1000 AD, are important in terms 
of understanding the lives of the people living in these 
times. The presence of Hindu, Buddhist and Jain temples 
and sculptures portray the tolerance which was extended 
towards different faiths and beliefs in Ancient Indian 
History. The excavated site consists of Charanandri Hills, 
Buddhist Hindu and Jain rock-cut temples, Viharas and 
Maths of 5th and 10th century. 


4. Taj Mahal, Agra 
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One of Seven Wonders of the World, White Marble 
Mughal Architecture, the Taj Mahal was built by emperor 
Shah Jahan in the memory of his wife Mumtaj Mahal. It is 
located at the bank of river Yamuna in Agra. It was 
completed in 1653 with the estimated cost of 32 million 
Indian rupees which would today stand up to 58 billion 
Indian rupees. It is considered as the best example of 
Mughal architecture worldwide and is called the “Jewel of 
Muslim Art in India”. This is probably the monument that 
is most recognised the world over for its association with 
the heritage of India. 


5. Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram, Tamilnadu 

Includes : The Pancha Rathas Temples, Ganesha Ratha, 
Cave Temples of Mahabalipuram, Structural Temples 
including the Shore Temple and the Olakkannesvara 
Temple and the Descent of the Ganges. 

Famous for/as Largest Open Air Rock Relief, 
Chariot Temples, Mandapas, Pallava Dynasty Architecture. 
The Temples are situated in the town of Mahabalipuram 
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which is approximately 58 kilometres from Chennai in the 



Coromandel Coast of Bay of Bengal. These temples were 
built under the reign of the Pallava rulers and the striking 
feature of these temples is the fact that they are all carved 
out of rock and an important in terms of ratha architecture 
in India. The group of the monument includes 40 
sanctuaries including the largest open-air-bas-relief, eg, 
Ganga’s Descent. These World Heritage Sites in India 
constitutes the art of Pallava Period with sites likes Pancha 
Rathas, Dharamaraja Ratha, Arjuna Ratha, Draupadi Ratha, 
etc. Also, the Cave temples of Mahabalipuram which 
constitute more than half a dozen caves. 


6. Sun Temple, Konark 

Famous for/as Black Pagoda, Chariot of the Sun, Kalinga 
Architecture, Included in Seven Wonders of India. Not very 
far from the popular beach town of Puri, the Sun Temple at 
Konark is a 13 th Century temple sitated in Konark, Odisha. 
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It was built by King Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern Ganga 
Dynasty in around AD 1250. The Sun temple is in the 
shape of a gigantic chariot with carved stone wheel, pillars 
and walls and is led by 6 enormously carved horses. It’s 
also considered to be one of the largest brahmin sanctuaries 
in India. The temple is originally said to be built at the 
mouth of river Chandrabhaga but the waterline receded 
since then. This World Heritage Site in India reflects the 
grandeur of the traditional style of Kalinga Architecture 
which was prevalent then. 


7. Churches and Convents of Goa 

Includes : Saint Catherine’s Chapel, Church and Convent of 
Saint Francis of Assisi, Basilica do Bom Jesus, Igreja de 
Sao Francisco de Assis, Church of Saint Cajetan and its 
seminary, Church of Our Lady of the Rosary and Church of 
Saint Augustine. 

The 15 th and 16th centuries mark the coming of the 
Portuguese to India and they established themselves at Goa, 
along the Konkan coast in the South-western part of India. 
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And the advent of the Portuguese marks the introduction of 
Christianity in the Indian subcontinent. Hence, several 
churches and convents were built in Goa, as a way of 
evangelization. Due to their different, yet beautiful 
architectural forms, these churches have been included in 
the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India. 

Famous for/as Rome of the Orient, First Manueline, 
Mannerist and Baroque Art Forms in Asia, First Latin Rite 
Mass in Asia. Churches in Goa are examples of the 
development of architecture, sculpture and paintings by 
spreading forms of Manueline, Mannerist and Baroque art 
throughout the countries of Asia where Catholic Missions 
were established. They were built by Portuguese colonial 
rulers in the region now known as Old Goa. The most 
famous among these monuments is the Basilica do Bom 
Jesus which contains the relics of St. Francis Xavier. This 
place serves as an example of the diverse religious and 
cultural heritage of India. 


8. Group of Monuments at Hampi, Karnataka 

Hampi is a UNESCO World Heritage site located in the 
Northern part of Karnataka. It lies within the ruins of the 
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ancient, prosperous kingdom of Vijayanagar. 



The ruins at Hampi are a collection of heritage sites 
depicting the fine Dravidian style of art and Architecture. 
The most important heritage monument in this site is the 
Virupaksha Temple, which continues to be a very 
important religious centre for the Hindus. There are several 
other monuments which are a part of this heritage site, 
Together, they’re collectively known as the ‘Group of 
Monuments at Hampi’. Some of the other known ones 
include the Krishna temple complex, Narasimha, Ganesa, 
Hemakuta group of temples, Achyutaraya temple complex, 
Vitthala temple complex, Pattabhirama temple complex, 
Lotus Mahal complex, several puras or bazaars surrounding 
the temple complex, and also living quarters and residential 
areas. 

9. Fatehpur Sikri, Uttar Pradesh 

The name of the city itself denotes the victory 
(Fateh) of Akhbar over Chittor and Ranthambore, Fatehpur 
Sikri constitutes of four main Monuments. The Jama 
Masjid, The Buland Darwaza which is the greatest door of 
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Asia made of a specific wood imported from Australia 
which would sink in water. Panch Mahal or Jada Baai ka 
Mahal, which is also considered as the origin place of the 
Navaratnas (Birbal, Tansen etc). It also contained the 
Diwan-e-khas and Diwan-e-aam. Interior to the Buland 
Darwaza lies the Tomb of Salim Chishti. All these Mughal 
buildings are a part of the World Heritage Sites in India. 

10. Khajuraho Group of Momuments, Madhya Pradesh 

Located in Madhya Pradesh, Khajuraho is an important 
UNESCO World Heritage site in India. Khajuraho is a 
unique heritage site which is famous for a group of Hindu 
and Jain Temples situated 175 km south-east of Jhansi. 
They are well known for their Nagara style symbolism and 
erotic figures and sculptures. These sensuous stone 
carvings of human and animal form in erotic poses are very 
aesthetically portrayed and stand testimony to the rich 
cultural heritage of India. Most of these monuments were 
built between 950 to 1050 CE under the reign of the 
Chandella dynasty. It consists of a total of 85 Temples 
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spread across an area of 20 square kilometres. The 
Kandariya temple is the most prominent of all of these 
temples in the Khajuraho complex. 

11. Elephanta Caves, Maharashtra 



Famous for/as: Hindu and Buddhist Caves, Caves 
on Island in Arabian Sea, Basal Rock Caves, Shiva 
Temples. The Elephanta caves are located on an island in 
the Arabian City, not very far from the city of Mumbai. 
The chain of sculpted caves located on Elephanta Island is 
also known as Gharapuri. There are numerous 
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archaeological remains which offer us a glimpse into the 
rich, cultural past of Indian civilization. These caves are 
famous for their rock-cut sculptures and carvings depicting 
Shiva as the Creator and the Destroyer of the Universe. The 
most important of all the caves here is Cave 1, where one 
can see the Sadashiva at the entrance of the cave, which 
depicts 3 sides of Shiva: as the Creator, Preserves and 
Destroyer. The caves are carved in solid basalt rock and lie 
10 kilometres east to the city of Mumbai. 


12. Group of Monuments at Pattadakal, Karnataka 



Pattadakal is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and 
an important tourist site located in Karnataka. It is famous 
for its Chalukya style of architecture that originated in 
Aihole and blended with the Nagara and Dravidian styles 
of architecture. It is at Pattadakal that all the Chalukya 
kings were coronated and was the capital of the Chalukyas 
as well. Notable for the numerous temples constructed by 
the Chalukya rulers, it includes 8 temples dedicated to Lord 
Shiva and Jain and Shaivite sanctuaries. The important 
monuments are- Virupaksha Temple, Sangameshwara 
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Temple, Chandrashekhara Temple, MallikarjuTemple, 
Kashivishwanath Temple, Galganath Temple, Jain Temple 
and many more. 


13. Great Kiving Chola Temples, Tamilnadu 

Includes : Brihadisvara Temple, Thanjavur, Brihadisvara 
Temple, Gangaikondacholisvaram and Airavatesvara 
Temple, Darasuram. 

Famous for/as Chola Architecture, Sculpture, 
Painting and Bronze Casting. These temples were built in 
Southern Part of India during the rule of Chola empire. The 
Brihadisvara Temple, the Temple at Gangaikonda 
Cholapuram and the Airavatesvara Temple are the most 
important of all of these temples. The Brihadisvara temple 
was built under the reign of Rajaraja 1 and is a milestone 
when it comes to Chola architecture. The temple at 
Gangaikondacholapuram was patronized by Rajendra 1 and 
was dedicated to Lord Shiva. And the Airavatesvara temple 
was built during the time of Rajaraja II and is aesthetically 
different from the other two. 



These temples stand testimony to the architectural 
splendour and beauty of Chola art, architecture and 
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sculpture. These temples are living temples and the rituals 
and festivities which were observed by people thousands of 
years ago, are still held. Hence, these 3 temples reflect the 
ancient culture and heritage of the Tamilians and form an 
inseparable part of their ancient history. 


14. Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh 

Famous for/as Monolithic Pillars, Palaces, Temples 
and Monasteries, Mauryan Architecture, Ye Dharma Hetu 
Inscriptions. The Buddhist Monuments located at Sanchi in 
Madhya Pradesh are a manifestation of Heritage of India 
and they are the oldest stone structures in India. Originally 
commissioned by emperor Ashoka in 3rd century BCE, the 
Sanchi Stupa is located 46-kilometre north-east of Bhopal. 



Its core was a hemispherical brick structure built 
over the relics of Buddha and was crowned by the Chatra 
which symbolizes rank. The stupa was vandalized during 
2nd century BCE and renovated during the Satavahana 
Period when the gateways and the balustrade were built and 
coloured. Apart from the Sanchi stupa, several other 
structures exist here, such as monolithic pillars, temples, 
palaces and monasteries. It remained a major pilgrimage 
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site for the Buddhists till about 12th century AD, after 
which the religion declined in popularity. 


15. Humayun’s Tomb, New Delhi 



Famous for/as Precursor to Taj Mahal, Mughal 
Architecture, A Tomb, Many Water Channels, A Pavilion 
and A Bath. This World Heritage Site in India was built by 
Begum Bega, the first wife of Humayun between 1565- 
1572. IT is the only monument which has gone several 
restoration works and is complete. It’s a tomb complex 
consisting of several smaller monuments including the 
tombs of Isa Khan Niyazi, an Afghan noble in Sher Shah 
Suri’s court of the Suri dynasty. 

16. Qutub Minar and its Monuments, New Delhi 

Includes Qutb Minar, Alai Darwaza, Alai Minar, Qubbat- 
ul-Islam Mosque, Tomb of Iltumish, and Iron Pillar. One of 
the most popular World Heritage Sites in India, the Qutub 
Minar was built in 1193 by the first Muslim ruler of Delhi, 
Qutub-ud-din Aibak of the Mamluk Dynasty, after the 
defeat of Delhi’s last Hindu Kingdom. The Qutub Minar is 
one of the several other buildings located within the Qutub 
complex, and it occupies the center stage mainly due to its 
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height. It is 73 meters tall and has a diameter of 15 m at the 
base and 2.5 m at the top. 



It was built by Aibak to honour the famous Sufi saint 
Qutbuddin Bakhtiar Kaki. Near to Qutub Minar is the 
Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque, which was built on the ruins of 
the Lai Kot of the previous Hindu kingdom and is also 
known to be one of the first mosques in the country. It is 
also famous for its brick minarets surrounding it. These 
monuments are collectively known as the Qutub Minar 
Complex and represent one of the earliest known symbols 
for Islamic Architecture in India. 


17. Mountain Railways of India 

The mountain railways of India comprise of the Darjeeling 
Himalayan Railway, the Nilgiri Mountain Railway and the 
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Kalka-Shimla Railway and are a part of the World Heritage 
Sites in India. North Bengal is one of the most beautiful 
scenic temptations on Earth. Fun Toy Train, beautiful Tea 
Plantations and long tunnels or the Tiger Hills, all will cater 
to your delight. Built during the 19th and early 20th 
century, these engineering marvels were a bold and 
ingenuous solution to the problem of connectivity in the 
rugged mountains and a gem in the heritage of India. 
Besides they pass thru the most beautiful terrain and you 
would love to take a romantic and fun ride here. 


18. Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya 

Bodh Gaya is located almost 96 kilometers away 
from Patna, Bihar and is one of the UNESCO World 
Heritage sites in India. It’s an important religious center for 
the Buddhists as this was the place where Mahatma Buddha 
attained enlightenment. The holy Bodhi Tree is the site 
where Siddhartha gained Enlightenment and became 
Gautam Buddha. The famous Mahabodhi Temple was 
established in the reign of Ashoka the Great in about 
250BCE Approx. It’s one of the earliest Buddhist temples 
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Currently, the Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya 
comprises the 50 m tall Mahabodhi Temple, the Vajrasana, 
sacred Bodhi Tree and other six sacred sites of Buddha’s 
enlightenment, surrounded by numerous ancient Votive 
stupas. Owing to all these factors, Bodh Gaya is considered 
to be the holiest pilgrimage spot for the Buddhists. 


19. Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka, Madhya Pradesh 

Famous for/as Rock Paintings within Natural Rock 
Shelters, Stone Age Inscriptions, Sitting Place of Bhima 
(Mahabharata). Declared a Unesco World Heritage Site in 
2003, the Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka is the place where 
the earliest traces of human life on the Indian subcontinent 
was discovered. They’re located at the foothills of the 
Vindhya Mountains in the Deccan Plateau and are an 
archaeological site for the Mesolithic period (more than 
100,000 years ago) and thus indicates the beginning of the 
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The rock shelters comprise a group of 5 rocks which were 
discovered only in 1957 and are renowned for the 
Mesolithic era carvings and paintings. These paintings are 
instrumental in telling us about the life and activities of the 
hunter-gatherers who preceded us and shows the coming 
together of art form and landscape, during that age. 


20. Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park, 
Gujarat 

The Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, located in the Panchmahal 
district of the Indian state of Gujarat. Centred around the 
city of Champaner or Muhammadabad built by Sultan 
Mahmud Begada of Gujarat, it’s a very significant place 
historically and culturally. This place is the only complete 
unchanged Islamic pre-Mughal city. Also deemed to be of 
mythological significance, a larger part of Champaner- 
Pavagarh is still unexcavated. It includes 11 different types 
of heritage monuments that are- Mosques, Temples, 
Tombs, Gateways, Fortresses and walls, Palaces and 
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Pavilion, Helical Wells, Custom house all belonging to the 
16th century. 



One can observe a transition from the previous Hindu 
forms of architecture to the Muslim culture and forms of 
architecture. The park also houses some of the ancient 
Chalcolithic Indian Sites, from the Stone Age era. 


21. Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (formerly 
Victoria Terminus), Maharashtra 

Famous for/as Central Railways Headquarter, 
Terror Attacks on Mumbai in 2008, Gothic Style 
Architecture. Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, 
formerly known as the Victoria Terminus is the 
headquarters of Central Railway in Mumbai. It was built by 
Frederick William Stevens with the inspiration from 
Victorian Italianate Gothic Revival architecture and 
traditional Mughal buildings between the years 1878-1888 
and gave Bombay the face of being the International 
Mercantile Port of India. In some ways, the plan of the 
terminal though it has Italian and Victorian-era elements 
reminds us of the Indian palace architecture and is a good 
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example of the blending of an indigenous and western style 
of art. 



Due to several reasons such as pollution, traffic, 
construction work etc., there have been reports of damages 
to this site. More work needs to be done to ensure the 
preservation of this heritage site. 


22. Red Fort 



Famous for/as: Shahjahanabad, Persian, Timuri and 


40 
















‘UNESCO’ World Heritage Sites in India 


Indian Architectural Styles, Red Sandstone Architecture, 
Moti Masjid. Situated in the centre of the historic city of 
New Delhi, the Red Fort was built by Emperor Shah Jahan 
when he shifted his capital from Agra to Delhi, or what was 
known as Shahjahanabad at that time. The fort became the 
political hub of the Mughals. Under Shah Jahan, Mughal 
art and architecture reached its zenith, and the Red Fort is 
the perfect example of that. One can see the blending of 
Indo-Islamic, Timurid, Hindu and Persian forms of 
architecture in several facets of the Red Fort. It’s made up 
of red sandstone and houses several other smaller buildings 
such as the private pavillions, the Diwan-i-aam, the Diwan- 
i-khas. The Red Fort is one of the most popular UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites in India and is managed directly by 
the Archaeological Survey of India. 

23. Jantar Mantar, Jaipur, Rajasthan 



Famous for/as Architectural Astronomical Instruments, 
Maharaja Jai Singh II, Largest of its kind Observatory. The 
Jantar Mantar is an astronomical observatory built in 18th 
century Rajasthan. It is an astronomical observatory which 
was built by the Rajput King Sawai Jai Singh of Rajasthan 
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in 1738 CE. It is a collection of 19 astronomical 
instruments including the world’s largest stone Sundial. All 
these instruments are man-made. The observatory consists 
of instruments which were used to calculate celestial 
coordinate systems, the horizon-zenith local system, the 
equatorial system and the ecliptic system. One of India’s 
best-preserved observatories, this monument is a great 
example of the scientific as well as the cultural heritage of 
India. 


24. Hill Forts of Rajasthan 



One of the recent additions to the list of World 
Heritage Sites in India (2013), this place is famous for its 
unique Rajput Military DefenseArchitecture. It includes six 
majestic forts in Chittorgarh, Kumbhalgarh, Ranthambore 
Fort, Gagron Fort, Amber Fort and Jaisalmer Fort. They’re 
located on the rocky Aravalli Mountain Range in 
Rajasthan. The sheer length and expanse of the forts is 
enough to portray the power and strength of the Rajputana 
rulers and chieftains. The fortifications of these forts are 
extremely strong. Within the walls of the fort, it was almost 
as if a mini-city existed. There were several markets. 
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bazaars, palaces, temples, urban and trading centres etc. 
And we know this as some of them have survived. Also, 
these forts had unique water storage and harvesting 
structures, which are actually being used even today. It is 
also known for being the Shooting location of the movie, 
The Dark Knight Rises and a few movies of Satyajit Ray 
like ‘Shonar Kella’. 


25. Rani Ki Vav, Patan, Gujarat 

Built in the 3rd millennium BC in the memory of 
the kings, its an explicit example of fine Ancient Indian 
architecture. Constructed during the time of the Solanki 
dynasty, legend says that it was constructed in the honour 
and memory of Bhimdev 1, the son of the founder of the 
dynasty, by his widowed queen Udayamati. It was recently 
declared as a UNESCO World Heritage site in 2014, owing 
to its architectural marvel and splendour. Rani-ki-vav is 
well known for its Stepped Corridors, Sculptures and Stone 
Carvings in the Well. Most of the sculptures in the well are 



devoted to Lord Vishnu in the form of his 10 avatars, which 
signify his return to the world. Apart from being a place for 
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storage of water, this vav also has a spiritual meaning 
attested to it. It is designed as an inverted temple and is 
divided into seven levels of wells each having its own 
importance as per the religious and mythological works 
mentioned in the canonical literature. 


26. Archaeological Site of Nalanda Mahavihara 
(Nalanda University), Bihar 



Nalanda Archaeological Site in Bihar was a center 
of learning and a Buddhist monastery from 3rd century 
BCE to the 13th century CE. You can witness the remains 
of stupas, shrines, and viharas if you stroll around in the 
campus which is a manifestation of a glorious epoch. 
Nalanda vouched for the evolution of Buddhism as a 
religion and remained an abode of knowledge for 800 
years. Known for its formalized Vedic learning, scholars 
from as far as Tibet, China, Korea, and Central Asia once 
attended this first residential university of the World. This 
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is the second world heritage site recognised by UNESCO in 
Bihar itself, making it even more prominent on Indian 
Tourism Map. 


27. The architectural work of Le Corbusier, 
Chandigarh 

The architectural work of Le Corbusier across many 
countries, including the Capital Complex of Chandigarh, 
was recognized as a World Heritage Site as part of an 
outstanding contribution to Modern Movement. This was 
part of Le Corbusier’s work, which he did in 17 countries 
in the first half of the 20th century. 



The Capitol Complex in Chandigarh also hosts the 
legislative assembly for both the states of Haryana and 
Punjab, High Court and the Secretariat. Located in Sector 
1, Chandigarh, this capitol complex was built when 
Chandigarh was being developed as the capital of Punjab in 
1950 after the partition of India. 
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28. The Historic City of Ahmedabad 

The first city of India to enter the list, Ahmedabad 
was declared as the World Heritage City on July 8, 2017. 
The city of Ahmedabad has close to 25 ASI 
(Archaeological Survey of India) protected structures. 
According to a statement from UNESCO "The urban fabric 
is made up of densely-packed traditional houses in gated 
traditional streets with characteristic features such as bird 
feeders, public wells and religious institutions. The city 
continued to flourish as the capital of the State of Gujarat 
for six centuries, up to the present”. Ahmedabad is a walled 
city on the banks of Sabarmati where communities 
following Hinduism, Islam and Jainism have co-existed for 
centuries 



29. The Victorian and Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai 

Added to the list of Heritage Sites in June 2018, 
The Victorian and Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai is a 
collection of 94 buildings of great cultural importance, 
located in the Fort Area of Mumbai, set around the Oval 
Maidan, previously known as Esplanade. The Oval is 
flanked on the east by 19th-century Victorian Neo-Gothic 
constructions, like Bombay High Court, The Fort Campus 
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of the University of Mumbai and the Old Secretariat 
Building among others. 



A famous landmark in the City of Dreams - the Rajabai 
Clock Tower, is also part of the Victorian side of the 
Ensemble, along with Watson’s Hotel, David Sassoon 
Library and the Elphinstone College. On the west stand the 
20th century Art Deco buildings right along the Arabian 
Sea. The latter consists of mostly privately-owned 
residential buildings and the famous Eros Cinema - the 
building that marked the beginning of the Back Bay 
reclamation along the Marine Drive back in 1935. The 
difference in the style of the two separate segments of The 
Victorian and Art Deco Ensemble of Mumbai represents an 
abrupt shift in the creative aspirations that reflects in the 
cityscape brilliantly and has thereby rightfully earned its 
place in the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 


30. The Walled City of Jaipur (Jaipur Walls) 

The newest addition to the list of UNESCO world 
heritage sites in India, Jaipur joined the club on 6th June 
2019. It is one of the largest cities in India and is 
surrounded by walls and gates decorated with drawings on 
the backdrop of a beautiful pink hue, Jaipur, the pink city 
successfully manages to retain its old-world charm. Home 
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to a few other UNESCO World Heritage sites including 
Amer Fort and Jantar Mantar, Jaipur is home to many 
magnificent forts, palaces, temples and museums. 



Jaipur is filled to the brim with bustling local bazaars where 
you can shop for local handicrafts and trinkets to your 
heart's content. Popular bazaars in the city include Bapu 
Bazaar, Tripolia Bazaar and Johri Bazaar. 
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4 UNESCO NATURAL 

HERITAGE SITES 


1. Sundarbans National Park, West Bengal 

Famous for/as Biosphere Reserve, Largest Estuarine 
Mangrove Forest, Bengal Tiger and Salt-Water Crocodile, 
Shared with Bangladesh. Famous for the Royal Bengal 
Tigers, the Sunderban National Park is a known Tiger 
reserve and a Biosphere Reserve located in the Indian State 
of West Bengal. It is situated on the Sunderban Deltas 
formed by the river Ganges in the Bay of Bengal. It is one 
of the largest reserves in India covered mostly by dense 
Mangrove forests. 
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It’s the world’s largest mangrove forest reserve. 
Home to the critically endangered Royal Bengal Tiger, 
there are also other animal species such as the Gangetic 
dolphin, spotted deer, wild boar and other mammal and 
amphibian species. The rare saltwater crocodile is another 
attraction of this reserve. The tiger population of India is 
the maximum in this location. Because of frequent contacts 
with local inhabitants, several tigers have been labeled as 
‘man-eaters’. 


2. Kaziranga Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam 

Famous for/as Worlds 2/3 rd Great One-Horned 
Rhinoceroses, Highest Density of Tigers in World, 
Elephants, Wild Water Buffalo, Swamp Deer and 
recognized Important Bird Area. Famous for its one hom 
rhinoceroses, Kaziranga Wildlife Sanctuary is located in 
Assam and is one of the untouched natural areas in India. It 
is said that this World Heritage Site in India, was a project 
initiated by Lord Curzon when his wife failed to see a 
single Rhinoceros in the region and urged her husband to 
take measured regarding the protection of these endangered 
species. This park lies on the flood plains of the river 
Brahmaputra and consists mainly of dense grasslands, 
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forests and also has several streams and lakes running 
through it. Kaziranga contains about 15 endangered Indian 
faunal species, of which the Rhino is the most endangered. 
Other mammals include capped langur, hoolock gibbon, 
tiger, leopard, sloth bear, Ganges dolphin, otter, wild boar, 
water buffalo, gaur, sambar, swamp deer, hog deer and 
Indian muntjac. 



3. Keoladeo National Park, Bharatpur, Rajasthan 



Famous for/as Man-Made Wetland Bird Sanctuary, 
Siberian Cranes, Hotspot for Ornithologists. Also known as 


51 









‘UNESCO’ World Heritage Sites in India 


Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary, Keoladeo National Park is 
located in the Indian state of Rajasthan. Home to about 366 
different species of birds, it’s also known for being the 
wintering and nesting ground for several non-indigenous, 
migratory birds. Initially a duck shooting ground, it was 
later on developed as a completely man-made and man- 
managed wetland/place and is spread over 29 square 
kilometres. Hunting is now banned in this area and is a 
punishable offence. Besides birds, there are 379 floral 
species, 50 species of fish, 13 species of snake, 7 species of 
lizard, 7 species of amphibians, 7 turtle species and variety 
of other invertebrates. This place is a reminder of the rich 
biological heritage of India. 


4. Manas Wild Life Sanctuary, Assam 



Famous for/as Project Tiger Reserve, Elephant Reserve and 
Biosphere Reserve, Assam Roofed Turtle, Hispid Hare, 
Golden Langur and Pygmy Hog. Manas Wildlife Sanctuary 
is a protected wildlife reserve and one of the UNESCO 
World Heritage sites in India. It’s located in the North 
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Eastern Indian state of Assam. The name originated from 
River Manas which is derived from the name of Goddess 
Manasa. The lush green forested hills and dense vegetation 
of the surrounding areas provide a comfortable 
environment to the several endangered species of animals 
who reside here. The Wild Life Sanctuary is a Project Tiger 
Reserve, Elephant Reserve, Biosphere Reserve and a home 
for a number of endangered species like Assam Roofed 
Turtle, Hispid Hare, Golden Langur and Pygmy Hog. In 
fact, this park houses most endangered species than any 
other in India. 


5. Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers National Parks, 
Uttarakhand 



Famous for/as Asiatic Black Bear, Snow Leopard, Brown 
Bear, Blue Sheep and Himalayan Monal, World Network 
of Biosphere Reserves. The Nanda Devi is the highest 
mountain peak of Uttarakhand and the highest mountain 
peak of India also because the Kanchenjunga is known to 
share its border with Nepal. There are two peaks of the 
mountain, the eastern peak named the Sunanda Devi. It has 
its importance back from the era of Puranas and 
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Upanishads, remarked several times in the mythological 
works of the Hindus. It ranges up to a height of 6400 
meters above sea level. The Valley of Flowers is a National 
Park near Nanda Devi peak which stretches up to 8 
kilometres in length and 2 kilometres in width. It is famous 
for the astonishing variety of flowers which covers the 
entire valley like a bed sheet. This World Heritage Sites in 
India is home to more than 600 species of Flora and over 
520 species of fauna. 


6. Western Ghats 

Includes Sahyadri Sub-Cluster, Kudremukh Sub- 
Cluster, Talakaveri Sub-Cluster, Nilgiri Sub-Cluster, 
Anamalai Sub-Cluster, Periyar Sub-Cluster and 
Agasthyamalai Sub-Cluster Famous for/as Among World’s 
Ten “Hottest Biodiversity Hotspots”, Includes many 
National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries and Reserve Forests. 



The Western Ghats or the Sahyadri mountain ranges 
lies along the western coast of the Indian Peninsula. The 
range runs north to south along the western edge of Deccan 
Plateau. It constitutes sever national parks, reserve forests 


54 








‘UNESCO’ World Heritage Sites in India 


and wildlife sanctuaries in Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and Maharashtra. The hills cover 160000 square kilometre 
area with a length of 1600 kilometre, a width of 100 
kilometers and height of 1200 meters. It has an extremely 
high bio-diversity and ranks among the top 8 in World’s 
Biological Hot Spot Locations. The forests along the 
Western Ghats are home to about 325 species of flora and 
fauna, which included endangered, rare and critically 
endangered species of plants and animals. 


7. Great Himalayan National Park, Himachal Pradesh 



The Great Himalayan National Park, spread over an 
area of 754.4 square kilometres, the Great Himalayan 
National Park is one of India’s National Parks located in 
the Kullu region of Northern Himachal Pradesh. The park 
includes the upper mountain snowmelt and glacial water 
melt origins of several rivers, mainly the tributaries of the 
river Indus. It is home to about 375 fauna species and 
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several floral species, including some very rare species of 
plants and animals such as blue sheep, snow leopard, 
Himalayan brown bear, Himalayan Tahr, musk deer 
spruces, horse chestnuts and huge alpine meadows. It is one 
of the newer additions to the list of World Heritage Sites in 
India and is a part of the Himalayan Biodiversity Hotspots. 
Coniferous Forests, Snowy Peaks (elevation range of 
4,100m), Pristine Glaciers adds sublime colours to its 
beauty. It’s a wildlife conservation site, hence hunting of 
any of these animals is strictly prohibited. 




56 



‘UNESCO’ World Heritage Sites in India 


5. UNESCO MIX HERITAGE 

SITES OF INDIA 


1. Khangchendzonga National Park, Sikkim 



Located in the Himalayan Ranges part of North and 
West Sikkim districts of the beautiful state of Sikkim in 
India’s North-East region, Khangchendzonga National Park 
has been declared a world heritage site in 2016 taking the 
total count of world heritage sites in India to 35. Also 
known as Kanchenjunga national park (and Kanchenjunga 
Biosphere Reserve) is a huge area spreading over 850 sq. 
km and has an elevation of 1,829 m to 8,500 m above sea 
level. Kangchendzonga National Park includes the 
Kanchenjunga Peak, which is the 3rd highest peak in the 
world. The national park is famous for its fauna and flora, 
with snow leopard being occasionally sighted. There are 
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few trekking routes in this national park as well for the 
trekking enthusiasts. 
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6. INTANGIBLE CULTUAL 

HERITAGE 


About UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage: 

• This coveted list is made up of those intangible heritage 
elements that help demonstrate diversity of cultural 
heritage and raise awareness about its importance. 

• The list was established in 2008 when Convention for 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage came into 
effect. 

• It has two parts viz. Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity and List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage in Need of urgent safeguarding. 

Intangible Cultural Heritages from India include: 

1. Tradition of Vedic chanting 

2. Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana 

3. Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 

4. Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the 
Garhwal Himalayas. 

5. Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala 

6. Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan 

7. Chhau dance 

8. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist 
texts in the trans-Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

9. Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of 
Manipur 

10. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making 
among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab 

11. Yoga 

12. Nawrouz 

13. KumbhMela 
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With the aim of ensuring better protection of 
important intangible cultural heritage across the world and 
in order to create awareness of their significance, 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, a specialized agency of the United Nations 
(UN) based in Paris (UNESCO) established the intangible 
cultural heritage list. UNESCO General Conference 
adopted the Convention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Heritage as an international treaty 
acknowledging that cultural heritage is more than tangible 
objects, monuments, and places. It also encompasses living 
expressions and traditions. Intangible cultural heritage 
means the skills, knowledge, expressions, representations, 
practices - as well as the artifacts, objects, instruments, and 
cultural spaces associated with them that various groups, 
communities and in certain cases individuals recognize as a 
part of their cultural heritage. This list is published by the 
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage. Its members are elected by 
State parties meeting in the United Nations General 
Assembly. It aims at drawing attention to the importance of 
safeguarding the cultural heritage and is a repository of 
cultural diversity and creative expression. 

India, known for its heritage and cultural diversity has 
13 cultural heritages in the UNESCO’s intangible cultural 
heritage list. “Kumbh Mela” was the latest addition to the 
list. Kumbh Mela was inscribed on the Representative List 
of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity during the 
12th session held at Jeju, South Korea. 


1. Koodiyattam - a Sanskrit theatrical tradition 
practiced in a province of Kerala, traditionally 
performed in theatres called as Kuttampalams 
located in the Hindu temples. 
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2. Vedic Chanting- the tradition of Vedic chanting, 
chanted during sacred rituals and recited daily by 
the Vedic communities known not only for the rich 
content of its oral literature but also for the 
ingenious techniques employed by the Brahmin 
priests. 

3. Ramlila- The traditional performance of 
Ramayana performed across North India during the 
festival of Dussehra. Most representatives are those 
performed in Sattna, Vrindavan, Varanasi, and 
Ramnagar. 

4. Ramman- A religious festival in honour of the 
tutelary god, Bhumiyal Devta practised in the 
villages of Saloor-Dungra in the state of 
Uttarakhand. Each of the caste and occupational 
groups has distinctive roles in the festival. 

5. Mudiyett - A ritual dance drama from the state of 
Kerala based on a mythological tale of the battle 
between Darika - the demon and goddess Kali. 

6. Kalbelia - A folk song and dance form of 
Rajasthan. ‘Khanjari’ percussion instrument and the 
‘Poongi’, a woodwind instrument are used during 
the performance. Kalbelia songs disseminate 
mythological knowledge through stories. At times, 
the lyrics are spontaneously composed and 
improvised during the performance. 

7. Chhau Dance - A tradition from eastern India that 
enacts episodes from epics including the 
Mahabharata and Ramayana, local folklore and 
abstract themes. It is closely connected to the 
regional festivals specifically the Chaitra Parva. 

8. Buddhist Chanting - The sacred texts chanted by 
the Buddhist lamas (priests) in the Ladakh region. 
Each of the Buddhist sects has several forms of 
chanting. 
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9. Sankirtana- Includes a set of arts performed to 
mark religious occasions and various stages in the 
life of the Vaishnava people of the Manipur plains. 

10. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil 
making -The craft of the Thatheras of Jandiala 
Guru constitutes the traditional technique of 
manufacturing brass and copper utensils in Punjab. 

11. Yoga - The art of unifying the mind with body and 
soul for greater spiritual, mental and physical well¬ 
being. It consists of a series of poses, meditation, 
controlled breathing, word chanting etc. 

12. Nawrouz -The Persian New year celebrated 
worldwide. It involves street performances of music 
and dance, public rituals involving water and fire, 
traditional sports and the making of handicrafts. 

13. Kumbh Mela -The festival of a sacred pitcher 
where the pilgrims bathe or take dip in the sacred 
river. It is one of the largest human congregations in 
the world. It is held in four pilgrimage places on the 
sacred rivers in Haridwar, Ujjain, Nashik and 
Prayag. 


62 



7. Indian Sites on UNESCO’s 

Tentative List 


A Tentative List is an inventory of those properties which 
each State Party intends to consider for nomination 

• Temples at Bishnupur, West Bengal (1998) 

• Mattanchery Palace, Ernakulam, Kerala (1998) 

• Group of Monuments at Mandu, Madhya Pradesh 
(1998) 

• Ancient Buddhist Site, Sarnath, Varanasi, Uttar 
Pradesh (1998) 

• Sri Harimandir Sahib, Amritsar, Punjab (2004) 

• River Island of Majuli in midstream of Brahmaputra 
River in Assam (2004) 

• Namdapha National Park (2006) 

• Wild Ass Sanctuary, Little Rann of Kutch (2006) 

• Neora Valley National Park (2009) 

• Desert National Park (2009) 

• Silk Road Sites in India (2010) 

• Santiniketan (2010) 

• The Qutb Shahi Monuments of Hyderabad Golconda 
Fort, Qutb Shahi Tombs, Charminar (2010) 

• Mughal Gardens in Kashmir (2010) 

• Delhi - A Heritage City (2012) 

• Monuments and Forts of the Deccan Sultanate (2014) 

• Cellular Jail, Andaman Islands (2014) 
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• The Glorious Kakatiya Temples and Gateways (2014) 

• Iconic Saree Weaving Clusters of India (2014) 

• Dholavira: A Harappan City (2014) 

• Apatani Cultural Landscape (2014) 

• Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple, Srirangam (2014) 

• Monuments of Srirangapatna Island Town (2014) 

. Chilika Lake (2014) 

• Padmanabhapuram Palace (2014) 

• Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysala (2014) 

• Sites of Saytagrah, India’s non-violent freedom 
movement (2014) 

• Thembang Fortified Village (2014) 

• Narcondam Island (2014) 

• Moidams - the Mound-Burial system of the Ahom 
Dynasty (2014) 

• Ekamra Kshetra - The Temple City, Bhubaneswar 
(2014) 

• The Neolithic Settlement of Burzahom (2014) 

• Archaeological remains of a Harappa Port-Town, 
Lothal (2014) 

• Mountain Railways of India (Extension) (2014) 

• Chettinad, Village Clusters of the Tamil Merchants 
(2014) 

• Baha'i House of Worship at New Delhi (2014) 

• Evolution of Temple Architecture - Aihole-Badami- 
Pattadakal (2015) 

• Cold Desert Cultural Landscape of India (2015) 

• Sites along the Uttarapath, Badshahi Sadak, Sadak-e- 
Azam, Grand Trunk Road (2015) 

• Keibul Lamjao Conservation Area (2016) 

• Garo Hills Conservation Area (GHCA) (2018) 

• The historic ensemble of Orchha (2019) 
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Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) Whose 
Face reflects the Splendour of the Autumn 
Moon and has a Captivating Smile (playing 
over it), 

(And) Whose Cheeks are possessed by the 
Beauty of the Shining Ear-Rings dancing 
over it, Whose Lips have the colour of 
Hibiscus and appearance of Bimba Fruits; 
(And) Whose Eyes are as Beautiful as the 
Lotus, I Worship that Panduranga, Who is 
the veritable Image (Lingam) of 
Parabrahman. 



Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) The 
Radiance of Whose Crown illuminates all 
the Directions, Who is worshipped by the 
Suras (Devas) with the most precious 
Divine Gems, Who stands in the Beautiful 
Tri-bhanga posture (Bent at three places) 
adorned with Peacock Feathers and 
Garlands, I Worship that Panduranga, 
Who is the veritable Image (Lingam) of 
Parabrahman. 


fcf3r to 
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Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) Who has 
manifested (taking a Form by His own 
Free-Will) but in essence Who Pervades 
everywhere; similarly the melodious 


Sound of Whose Flute (manifests itself 
and) wanders about Pervading 
everywhere, Who by His Own Leela 
(Divine Sport) put on the Dress of a Gopa 
(Cowherd Boy),... and gave great Joy to 
the Herd of Cows (and Cowherd Boys in 
Vrindavana with the melodious Sound of 
His Flute) and His Beautiful Smile, I 
Worship that Panduranga, Who is the 
veritable Image (Lingam) of Parabrahman. 

3fof <>i?<Huriy|u|^>oi1q«ri TT 
qt UTJT d?IAI<H I 

carter 

3T3T qp|T|TOT Ik II 

Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) Who is 
without Birth and Who enlivens the Life of 
Devi Rukmini (by His Love), Who is the 
one Supreme Abode of Kaivalya in the 
(fourth) state of Turiya, Who is Gracious 
to His Devotees, and removes the Distress 
of those who seek His Refuge; Who is the 
Deva of the Devas [God of the Gods]. I 
Worship that Panduranga, Who is the 
veritable Image (Lingam) of Parabrahman. 

o o 

HcJTOT PM<H 1 
Jidld-JilPlW £sfcr cilcd'lo'd't’lp) 
ffrUoRt 9TTOH yiMdPd IKII 
Meaning: 

(Salutations to Sri Panduranga) This Stava 
(Eulogy) of Sri Panduranga which confers 
Punya (Auspiciousness, Merit), those 
who... recite with one-pointed Devotion, 
every day,... will indeed cross the Ocean 
of Samsara in the end,... and attain the 
Eternal Abode of Hari. 
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